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Forty Days with Christ 

  

     Lent is really underway. What do we have to look forward to? Simple: forty days 

with Christ! Now is that something that is good or is it bad? Let’s see. 

     No one fasts at a wedding reception…that is unless your mother is with you and she 

keeps slapping your hands every time you reach out for another cookie. Today Jesus 

was criticized because His disciples weren’t fasting and were having a good time while 

all the Pharisees were fasting. You do know that Jewish law was loaded with all kinds 

of fasting requirements. It seems that whenever the high priest blinked his eyes, it was 

time to do a little fasting. To do this, you had to wash your hands, offer sacrifice and get 

down on your knees and pray. I think Jesus was just trying to tell them that the people 

who follow Him are always going to feel they are at a party. 

     I have a feeling some of you may not like that example or think it a bit far-fetched, so 

let me try to explain. When you are with the one person who puts your heart in a flutter 

and causes your pulse to beat in high gear, you don’t even realize it is Lent. You don’t 

realize it is raining outside, that your favorite TV program has been pre-empted for a 

political talk on the state of the economy. You don’t even notice the dog is chewing on 

your new pair of shoes. When you are with the one person you love, you are too happy 

to notice all the mosquitoes biting on you. It is only when your true love is somewhere 

else or when you don’t have anybody to love that life can seem like one big kick in the 

pants after another. After another.  

     “Why don’t your disciples fast like the Pharisees?” Jesus was asked. He answered: 

“How can wedding guests go in mourning so long as the groom is with them? When 

the day comes that the groom is taken away, then they will fast.” 

     Now, don’t you feel sorry for those who do not know and love Jesus? Life must be 

simply awful for them!! So, consider yourself lucky. Enjoy all your weeks of Lent. And 

stay really close to Jesus. 

 


